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1. BY SEPTEL WE HAVE REPORTED THE AMBASSADOR’S
CONVERSATION WITH NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL SECRETARY
GENERAL PRASONG ON THE SUBJUECT OF THE RECENT REFUGEE
PUSHOFF INCIDENTS THAT WERE THE SUBJECT OF THE ECONOMIST
ARTICLE. THAT CABLE PROVIDES THE LATEST INFORMATION
AVAILABLE HERE ON THE RTG’S RESPONSE TO THESE INCIDENTS.
2. WE BELIEVE THERE WOULD BE MERIT IN SEEKING A ONE WEEK
DELAY IN THE SOLARZ HEARINGS SO THAT THEY WOULD BEGIN ON
FEBRUARY 13 RATHER THAN FEBRUARY 6. PRASONG WILL BE
SPENDING SEVERAL DAYS IN SOUTH THAILAND AND WILL NOT BE
RETURNING TO BANGKOK UNTIL EARLY NEXT WEEK. HE HAS
AGREED TO DISCUSS MIS FINDINGS WITH US AT THAT TIME.
WHILE WE HAVE NO REASON TO DOUBT THE ACCURACY OF THE
INFORMATION THAT HAS REACHED US THUS FAR CONCERNING THE
PUSHOFF INCIDENTS, PRASONG MADE A VALID POINT WHEN HE
NOTED TO THE AMBASSADOR THAT THAI OFFICIALS ON THE SPOT
HAD NOT YET HAD A CHANCE TO PRESENT THEIR SIDE OF THE
CASE. THE THAI ARE SENSITIVE AT BEING PLACED IN THE
DOCKET OF WORLD PUBLIC OPINION ON THE BASIS OF
INFORMATION COMING EXCLUSIVELY FROM REFUGEE SOURCES, WHOM
THEY FEEL SOMETIMES EMBELLISH THEIR ACCOUNTS. WITHOUT
DEFENDING THAT POINT OF VIEW, WE FEEL THAT THE SOLARZ
HEARINGS COULD PRODUCE MORE CONSTRUCTIVE RESULTS IF BOTH
WE AND THE RTG HAD AVAILABLE THE PRELIMINARY RESULTS OF
PRASONG’S FACT-FINDING MISSION. 1IN ADDITION, IF THE
HEARINGS WERE DELAYED, THIS COULD STRENGTHEN OUR HAND
DURING DISCUSSIONS WITH PRASONG ON ANY FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS
BY THE RTG.

DEAN
END OF MESSAGE CONFIDENTIAL

State Dept. review completed

CONFIDENTIAL

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/01 : CIA-RDP90B01370R000801070010-5



